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ProTrak Basics Manual

Notes: Entries with (W) at the end of the text indicate a reference to a ProTrak
Window by the displayed window title. Where the displayed window title
includes a variable such as a date, a location or a record number, the variable
has been omitted. See the explanation in the Introduction section of the

manual.
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Carlength ......cccooevvnnneenn. L-51, L-97
Car NUMDBEF ....cvvvrvirieieere e, 7-12
Car number OK? (W)....ccoevveennnn. 7-25
Car routing .....cooevieeniiniiereens 9-9
Car service directive.................. L-61
Car Service Directives.........ccceeune. 8-1
Car weight......c.ccooevvnveen. L-51, L-58
Car with invalid SPOT (W) ........... 7-4

Date Issued: December 23, 2010



ProTrak Basics Manual

Car-order ......ccoevvunnns 8-1, 8-30, L-66 Core segment.......cceeevevviveennnnnens A-2
Car-Order Details (W) .....ccuuneee. 8-35 Core segment notes........cccevueennns 1-6
Car-orders — Customers and Correcting Siding SPOTs (W) ....... 3-7
Loading Points (W) ..... 8-31, 10-1 Create car-order? (W) ............. 12-10
Car-orders — passenger cars....13-41 Creating string diagram (W) ....12-41
Cars bad ordered .........ccceeeeeenn. L-29 Creating string diagram-
Cars blocked at......cccoovevuiiiinnnnnns 6-3 Subdivisions in (W) . 12-26, 12-27
Cars in train that just Current Trains in Line-up,
arrived (W)...ooevveevieieinnnennn, 9-28 as of (W).evvveeneiieennnn, 9-19, 104
Cars Needed for Freight Customer capacity .......ccoeeeeennnn. L-25
Traffic (W), 9-42 Customer deletion........ccc.ceee.... 6-23
Change home railroad ................. 1-1 Customer with multiple entries...6-10
Change Home Road (W).............. F-5 Customers......cceeevvvvreeennnn. 6-1, L-18
Change new staging track? (W)...3-2 Customers and Loading
Change to this railroad................. 1-5 Points (W) ..eevuvveeinnnen, 6-1, 13-2
Changed Home Road (W).....1-2, 1-6 Cutlist ...overieinn. 9-1, 9-28, L-116
Changing a yard (W).......... 4-2, 5-15
Changing active car (W).......... 13-11 D
Changing commodity (W).......... 8-21 Daily Summary and Update (W).9-39
Changing customer (W) Data backup ......cccceveviiiiiiinnnnnnnn. L-8
........... 6-2, 6-14, 12-11, 13-3 Default location for passenger cars
Changing staging track (W) ......... 3-3 13-5
Changing station (W) .......cccvvuvnees 2-4 Default yard .......ccoovvvnnneene. 7-1, L-14
Changing train (W) Defining a switchlist.................... 9-2
......... 5-4, 5-18, 12-19, 13-14 Defining a Switchlist (W) .............9-2
Charges.....ccooeevevivininieinie e, 8-12 Definitions and terminology ....... 1-10
Classification Yard.......cc..cccvvunnenn A-2 CabiN..ccceeieieeecrreeeee s 1-11
Clean out track wovevvvvieiii, L-31 Caboose ......cvvvvviiiiiiiire, 1-11
Cleaning tank car (W) .......coove... 12-8 C0|_1duc_:tor’s train journal .......... 1-11
Cleaning track........eeeeerereeeeeeeen. L-27 Sw!tchlpg ZONE iivniriiieririennas 1-11
Clearance plate....1-7, 7-13, A-1, A-2 Switchlist ......ccvvviiiviiiiiiiiiies 1-11
Clearance point.................... 23 A2 Workorder..l......._......_ ................ 1-11
di STCC? (W) ! 3-8 Ya_rc_jmasters SWItCh|ISt ............. 1-11
Commo 't}' OF STELL W) v Definitions and Terminology (W)
Conductor’s train journal ........... I e meeeeneen 1-10
Conductors Passenger Service Delete car data only .................. 796
REPOI.vvvvrvvssnensen 13-38 Delete car Slot .......cccccveeeeiveenns 7-26
Conn_ectlng train ..o 5-10 Delete schedule (W)................ 12-42
CONSIGNEE wovvvvvvvrvssimsinenennenss 8-5 Delete SUBAIVISION .....vvrrverneenn.. 2-11
CONSIGNER CILY creverrerasssinssnrasaser, 8-9 Deleting @ Car.....ccoceeeeeeiveeeeennns 7-26
Cons!gnee COMPANY o 8-9 Deleting a Car (W) ......ovverrrennee. 7.96
CONSIGNEE IS vvvvvvrvssrissninsninsenes 7-14 Deleting a subdivision (W).........2-12
Cons_lgn_ee s_|d|ng ngmber ............ 8-9 Deleting a train from the ProTrak
Continuing in transit Scheduler ... 12-42
""""""""" 8-12,13-35, L-71 Deleting customer (W) ..............6-23
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Deleting Items, Compacting Hazardous material .......... 12-9, L-63
Files (W) coveeeiieeeieieeeereeneees 5-2 HazMat......... See Hazardous material
Deleting staging track (W)..3-9, 3-10 Heaviest car allowed ................... 1-7
Demurrage free time........ 8-12, L-25 Home road via connection
Demurrage tme L See Return Empty To
........ See Demurage free time HotboX .....covvvevvveiiiiiiiiiiieeeenn . L-60
Distance between clearance points Hotbox detector.......ccccovvennnnnes 12-44
................................ 2-5, 2-6 Hotbox Detector (W)............... 12-44
Double reporting
................ 10-8, L-119, L-150 I
Icing track ....covvvevieenciceee e, L-29
E Import Home Railroad (W) .......... F-4
Elevation .......ccccevvivininieinnnneennnnn, 2-6 Importing car data.......c............ 7-28
Equated weight...........cccvvnirennnn. A-3 Inside length ................... 8-10, 8-11
Equipment exits staging as train Interchange track ........cccceeee. L-33
..................................... 5-11 Interval .......ccceeeeenennn. 2-3, A-3, A5
Era, Date & Minimum Rates (W) Invalid car-order (W) ................ 8-36
..................................... 9-15 Invalid SPOT.....ccccoevvvvrvnniniieeennnn. 7-8
Estimated ridership ................... 6-15
Exit operations session? (W)...... 9-14 L
Largest minimum radius............. L-14
F Length over couplers................. 7-12
Facing point switch ........cccoovvvvineee. Light weight .....cc.covviniiiiiie, 7-13
6-3, 6-10, 12-4, A-6, L-22, L-24 Limits on Equipment, Railroad &
Fast clock ratio .................. 2-2, 2-10 TraffiC.ccoceiiiiceeenn, 5-1,7-6
Fast clock settings..........ccoevveenenn. 2-1 Line up of trains.......cccoevvvvnenenn. L-35
Fast Clock Settings (W) .............. 2-1 LiNE-UP.cvuiiiiiiierin e 5-7
Fill car? (W) .uuvveeeeeieeeieieenienes 12-13 Line-up of Trains for (W)............. 5-8
Filltoload .....coovvvviiiniiiiiiieee, L-76 Listing of train jobs (W)........... 13-14
Financial Summary (W) ............. 9-16 Liveload
Finding a Commaodity or Lading (W) ....8-10, 8-11, A-4, L-58, L-68
..................................... 8-20 Load restricted to............cevveen.. 7-13
Found out-of-date waybill (W).....3-8 Load, removable....................... L-58
From previous station.................. 2-5 Load/Commodity......cccovvrvnirrennnnn. 8-9
Loading railroad data (W)
G 9-12, 10-3
Gateway railroad connection Loading/Unloading time ............ L-25
required (W)....ccoeeveevnivrennnnn. 9-10 Location of car........cceevvivnnnnenn, 7-14
Gateways .....c.occeeennee. 3-11, A-3, E-7 Long listS....ccooevviiniiiinnennn. 6-5, L-11
General Manager’s Daily Lostdata....cccceeviiniiiiiiiiniicieeen, L-7
Summary (W) .oocevvvvneviennnnens 9-41
M
H Make this shipment................... 8-12
Has car been weighed? (W).....12-13 Middle characteristics (W) ........... 1-7
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Middle notes........ccceeeviiviinnninenns 1-6
Middle rail is....ccoeeviiviiiiiiiiiineenn, 1-7
Middle subdivisions ........c.....ce..... 1-8
Milepost ......cccovvevviiiiininnnns 2-10, L-15
Minimum Middle radius is............. 1-8
Minimum radius .......ccoevveeennnnnnn. L-14
Minimum siding length ................ 2-3
Minimum Siding Length (W) ........ 2-3
Model car is owned by............... 7-14
Model last inspected on............. 7-14
Model scale of railroad is............. 1-8
Move station........cooeevniiienniieennnn. 2-9
Moving a station (W)......cccceeeenen. 2-9
Multiple new cars..........ccceeereee. 7-16
Multiple new cars (W) ............... 7-17
Multiple SPOTS .......ccvunvees L-17, L-20
N
Name of core segment................ 1-7
Named point......cccoeevviievnnniiennnnn. 2-5
Naming Middle Subdivisions (W)
....................................... 1-9
New home railroad.........c....oeee.. 1-2
New Home Railroad (W).............. 1-2
New schedule (W) ....cccoevvvnnnnns 12-43
New train lineup needed.............. 9-8
o
Official Railway Equipment Register
...................................... A-4
Offline Connections — Staging
Tracks (W) covvvevieinieceeeeceeenn, 3-1
Offline Shippers & Consignees (W)
....................................... 8-3

Open this train at (W) .... 9-25, 10-11
Operate on another Railroad (W)
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Orphaned waybills (W).............. 3-10
Other Services .......ccccoovviiininnnnen. 2-7
Overhead traffiC.......cccceeiiiiiiiis L-93
P
Paired sidings .........cceeevvinnnnenn. L-21
Passenger car car-orders......... 13-41
Passenger car kind.................. 13-11
Passenger car waybills . 13-31, 13-32
Passenger cars ........cceeeevnnennn. 13-10
Passenger cars default location..13-5
Passenger ops switchlist.......... 13-38
Passenger service ..........ceeveen. 13-15
Passenger service wayhbill ........ 13-32
Passenger Service waybill (W) .13-33
Passenger station..........ccccuueennes 6-13
Perishable handling................... 8-12
Permanent deletion (W) ............ 7-27
Plate .......cc.... See Clearance plate
Population served ..........cccoeeun.e 6-15
Printers at Stations (W)............... 9-3
Printing (W)...vvveveieee e, 9-49

Printing freight/MOW cars (W)...9-49
Printing schedules and string
diagrams ......cccevveeniiiennnnnnns 13-25
Printing Train Schedules (W) ...13-26
Program options settings........... 1-10
Long listS .ccevuniiiiiieeeneeeee, 6-5
ProTrak Program Options (W)......6-5

ProTrak Windows

All cars at industrial spurs....... 10-10
Assigning passenger cars ....... 13-24
Base elevation above the floor.... 2-8
Bill of Lading/Wayhbills........ 8-4, 10-6

Car Distribution Report............. 9-41

J—— 1-1, 1-5, F-5 ot O o e

Operat!ng YEAM i 1-4 Car with invalid SPOT................. 7-4

Operations Pre-processor (W)......9-9 Car-Order Details...........c.c....... 8-35
Ordered car k|nd ............ 8'10, 13'32 Car-orders — Customers and

ORER ............... See Official Railway Loading Points ........... 8-31, 10-1

Equipment Register Cars in train that just arrived .... 9-28

Origin station........cccoovveviiiiinnnnes 5-5 Cars Needed for Freight Traffic. 9-42

Orphaned cars (W) ..ccovveeeerennnee. 3-10 Change Home Road.............cceu.. F-5
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Change new staging track? ........ 3-2
Changed Home Road........... 1-2, 1-6
Changing a yard................ 4-2, 5-15
Changing active car................ 13-11
Changing commodity ................ 8-21
Changing customer ................ 12-11
Changing customer ........... 6-2, 6-14
Changing customer .................. 13-3
Changing staging track .............. 3-3
Changing Station.......c....cceeeee. 2-4

Changing train
............. 5-4, 5-18, 12-19, 13-14

Cleaning tank car ...........cuuuveeee. 12-8
Commodity or STCC?.......ceuuvveee. 8-8
Correcting Siding SPOTSs ............ 3-7
Create car-order? .............c..... 12-10
Creating string diagram .......... 12-41

Creating string diagram-
Subdivisions in....... 12-26, 12-27
Current Trains in Line-up, as of

................................ 9-19, 10-4
Customers and Loading Points

.................................. 6-1, 13-2
Daily Summary and Update....... 9-39
Defining a Switchlist .................. 9-2
Definitions and Terminology...... 1-10
Delete schedule ...........ceuuv.eee. 12-42
Deleting a Car......ccceevveevvnninnenns 7-26
Deleting a subdivision............... 2-12
Deleting customer ..............c..... 6-23
Deleting Items, Compacting Files

.......................................... 5-2

Deleting staging track........ 3-9, 3-10
Era, Date & Minimum Rates ...... 9-15

Exit operations session?............ 9-14
Fast Clock Settings ........cceueieeees 2-1
Fill car? .oovveiniiieeeieeeeeeei, 12-13
Financial Summary .......c.....c..... 9-16
Finding a Commodity or Lading

......................................... 8-20
Found out-of-date waybill .......... 3-8
Gateway railroad connection

required.....ccoeveeveeeeennnneennnn, 9-10
General Manager’s Daily

SUMMANY ceveivireeeeeeeees 9-41
Has car been weighed?........... 12-13
Hotbox Detector...........cceuvee.. 12-44
Import Home Railroad ............... F-4
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Invalid car-order........ccccceeveeeeee. 8-36
Line-up of Trains for.........ccceee... 5-8
Listing of train jobs................ 13-14
Loading railroad data........ 9-12, 10-3
Middle characteristics................. 1-7
Minimum Siding Length.............. 2-3
Moving a station.........ccccevuvvennnes 2-9
Multiple new cars.........ccceeveennnn. 7-17
Naming Middle Subdivisions........ 1-9
New Home Railroad ................... 1-2
New schedule.........cccovvvvnnnnn. 12-43
Offline Connections — Staging

TrackS .coveeieeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeennn 3-1
Offline Shippers and Consignees

.......................................... 8-3
Open this train at .......... 9-25, 10-11
Operate on another Railroad

............................ 1-1, 1-5, F-5
Operations Pre-processor ........... 9-9
Orphaned cars.........cceeevevnnnnn. 3-10
Orphaned wayhbills ................... 3-10
Passenger Service wayhill....... 13-33
Permanent deletion.................. 7-27
Printers at Stations ..........ccccevunes 9-3
Printing.....cccovvvvniiiiiiciien, 9-49
Printing freight/MOW cars ........ 9-49
Printing Train Schedules......... 13-26
ProTrak Program Options............ 6-5

Quick Traffic — Overhead Traffic
Car-orders for Home

Region Empties.........ccceevennnes I-6
Reporting movements.............. 9-24
Resetting Session Number-........ 9-15

Rolling stock (Cars)...7-4, 7-5, 13-10

Rule 15 — Agency Record of a
Shipper’s Request for Cars .. 8-32

Rule 15 Record of Car-Orders
..................... 8-31, 10-2, 13-42

Save Subdivision Notes .............. 1-8
Scales, Rip, and Clean out tracks
........................................ 6-11
Selective Update........cccoevvvnnnnes 9-46
Session Windup — Special Car
Movements.............. 9-47, 10-12
Setting Operating Limits...... 5-1,7-7
Setting Trains - Listing ............... 5-4
Settings in use! .....ccocciiiiiennnnnn. 7-2
Shipping Season..............c..... 12-14
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Some trains do not run today..... 5-8
Sort commaodity files now? ........ 8-22
SPOT or ZTS (Zone/Track/Spot)
Code Formats.............. 7-2, 13-9
Start-up Car-orders for Customers
and Loading Points................ I-1
Start-up car-orders for online
CUSLOMENS ..oivieiiiiieeieneanas I-2
Station on core segment of Middle
.......................................... 2-3

Terminating Update.................. 9-47
Today’s Operating Conditions....9-17
Too many Secondary Switching

Trains — Data outdated........ 6-24
Track material waybill............... 10-7
Train schedules........... 12-35, 12-36
Uniform Bill of Lading ...... 8-6, 13-32
Updating siding numbers ........... 3-7
Which staging did train enter ....9-37
Which state or province?....3-3, 8-18
Which subdivision?......... 2-11, 12-26
Work Notes for Work Location

....................................... 13-47
Working scale?.........cccceeerieennnn. 6-12
Yards and Interchanges.....4-1, 5-14

Q
Quality ..ooveveieiie e, 7-13

Quick Traffic — Overhead Traffic
Car-orders for Home Region

Empties (W) ..coveviviiiiiiiinnnens I-6
R
Railroad timetable directions........ 1-7
Reciprocal switching.......c.....ceu.... 2-7
Reclassification yard
.......... See Classification Yard
Region ............. 1-4, A-5, L-88, L-140
Removable load...........cccevvnnnnnn. L-58
Reporting marks ......c.ccocevvneeene. 7-12
Reporting movements (W)......... 9-24
Reporting point........ccovvviiiniiiiiinnnnnn.

5-13, 6-24, 9-24, 10-8, 12-18,
A-7, L-35, L-41, L-42
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Reporting prior to printing switchlist

..................................... 9-23
Reserved waybills ..........ccccoeeeen. 8-1
Resetting Session Number (W) ..9-15
Restrictions on use.........ccccceuneee 7-13
Return empty to .............. 7-10, 7-12
RIP track....coovvveviieeniieceieeeen, L-31
Rolling resistance...........ccccoeeuee. 7-14
Rolling stock (Cars) (W)

..................... 7-4, 7-5, 13-10
Route cars at yards & customers

................................... 13-40

Rule 15 — Agency Record of a
Shipper’s Request for
Cars (W) covveeieiiieieceeeeeneeens 8-32
Rule 15 Record of Car-Orders (W)
................. 8-31, 10-2, 13-42

S

Save Subdivision Notes (W)......... 1-8
Scaled weight ........cccoevevniiiennnnn. 8-10
Scales, Rip, and Clean out tracks (W)

..................................... 6-11
Scheduling

....... 11-7, 12-23, 13-18, L-43
Schematic diagram ................... 2-12
Schematic map ......cocevvevvevrennnnn. 2-12
Selective Update (W) ......ceeeeee. 9-46
SEIVICES .ivvuiiieriirirn e 2-7

Session Windup — Special Car
Movements (W) ........ 9-47, 10-12
Setting Operating Limits (W)

................................ 5-1,7-7
Settings in use! (W) ...occvvvvieennns 7-2
Ship during months................... 8-12
Shipper ....ccovviviee e 8-5
Shipper City ..o 8-9
Shipper company ........cccceeveennnnens 8-7
Shipper siding number ................ 8-9
Shippers routing .........ccceeveeennnn. 8-12
Shipping options .........cceeevvevnnnns 8-5
Shipping Season (W)............... 12-14
Show ... by commodity................ 8-8
Siding capacCity......ccoeeveevnnieennnnn. L-25
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Siding name/commodity
................... 6-10, 13-6, L-21

Siding SPOT ....cvvveevieeerie e, 6-18

Some trains do not run today (W)

Special siding names................. 13-7
SPOT Format and special SPOTs

SPOT or ZTS (Zone/Track/Spot)
Code Formats (W) .....ccvuveeee 13-9
SPOT or ZTS (Zone/Track/Spot)
Code Formats (W) ........ 7-2, L-18
SPOTs, multiple................ L-17, L-20
Staging track
...... 2-2, 3-1, 5-4, L-83, L-140
Standard Transportation Commaodity

Code....coevvvnnnnnn. 6-19, 12-9, L-63
Start-up Car-orders for Customers

and Loading Points (W).......... I-1
Start-up car-orders for online

customers (W)....cvveevvevnrennnnn. I-2
Station numbers ........cccceeveeennen L-15
StationsS.....coveiiiii 2-2
Stations on core segment of

Middle (W) .eovveeiiiiriieeieeeennn, 2-3
STCC . See Standard Transportation

Commodity Code
String diagram............ 11-12, 12-23,
12-25, 13-18, L-15

Stringlining.....cccovvevviiiennnn, 8-11, A-6
Subdivision................. 2-5, A-6, L-16
Switching blocks .........ccceeveeennnn. 6-10
Switching railroad ........c..ccccvvunnees 6-2
Switching train................... 5-17, 6-2
Switching zone ................ 1-11, L-40
Switchlist...........cu.... 1-11, 9-1, 9-18,

13-38, L-114, L-151
Switchlist — passenger ops....... 13-38
Switchlist Preview (W).... 9-32, 13-46

Terminal station......coceevveveienennen 5-5
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Terminating Update (W)............ 9-47
Test for possible cars for this
shipment........c.ccoeevns 8-9, 8-13
Through traffic trains .................. 5-3
Timetable.............. 11-7, 12-23, L-43
Timetable scheduling .............. 12-35
Today’s Operating Conditions (W)
..................................... 9-17
Tombstone data.......cc.ccoevvvvvnnnnnn. 1-1

Too many Secondary Switching
Trains — Data outdated (W)....... 6-24

[ e o] I o R 1-7, A-6
Track material waybill ............... 10-7
Tracks under DS control .............. 2-6
Traffic .o 13-14

Traffic - passenger service....... 13-15
Trailing point switch

.............. 6-3, 12-4, A-6, L-24
Train JObS....ccvvveeiieeei e, 5-1
Train length limit ..... L-37, L-38, L-39
Train reporting location

..5-13, 6-24, 10-8, 12-18, A-7
Train schedules (W)..... 12-35, 12-36

Train switching zone................... A-7
Train symbol/number.................. 5-4
Trains - Listing (W) ..covovvvvnviennnnn. 5-4
L See tool tip
TUMN e 5-17
U
Uniform Bill of Lading (W)
............................ 8-6, 13-32
Updating siding numbers (W) ...... 3-7
Vv
Vertical clearance is based on
clearance plate .........cceeeveenenn. 1-7
VOIUME ..o 8-10
'}
Wayhbill............... 7-13, 8-1, 8-2, L-65
Waybills - passenger cars......... 13-31
Weigh scales .......cccooevvvevriinnnns 6-11
Weight of model ........c.cccoevvnnnens 7-14
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Which staging did train enter (W) Y
..................................... 9-37 'y track........ L-35, L-42, L-44, L-131
Which state or province? (W) Yard blocking......c...cccuvunnnes 5-5, 5-19
.............................. 3-3, 8-18 Yard information system..............4-2
Which subdivision? (W) .. 2-11, 12-26 Yardmaster’s switchlist.............. 1-11
Windows by Name Yards cooveeiiiie e, 4-1
........... See ProTrak Windows Yards and Interchanges (W)
Work notes.......cooevevviiiiiiinnnn. 13-45 4-1, 5-14
Work Notes for Work Location (W)
................................... 13-47 y 4
Working scale? (W)....cccovvvevnnns 6-12 Zone code .....covverniiiinnnniennn. 2-5, A-7
Working weigh scale ................. 6-12 Zone printing......cceeevvevnieennnnennn, 9-1
WOrKIISt......covvveieereieeie e, L-151 Zone speed limit.............. 2-5, 12-22
Workorder......ccovvvveenneen. 1-11, L-114 Zone/Track/Spot.....cccvveeniiinnnnns 7-3
ZTS e, See Zone/Track/Spot
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